Atty. Docket No. 209FO002C. 1 Preliminary Amendment, continued 

Preliminary Amendment dated September 19, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (original): A device comprising: 

a first optical fiber having a poUshed end and a splicing end, the polished end and the 
spUcing end of the first optical fiber separated by a first length; 

a second optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing end, the poUshed end and the 
splicing end of the second optical fiber separated by a second length, the second length of the 
second optical fiber being substantially the same as the first length of the first optical fiber, the 
second optical fiber being substantially parallel to the first optical fiber, the second optical fiber 
and the first optical fiber form a plane, and the second length of the second optical fiber being 

less than fifty millimeters; and 

a body having a mating end and a spUcing end, the mating end and the splicing end of the 
body separated by a third length, the first optical fiber bonded to the body, the second optical 
fiber bonded to the body, the pohshed end of the first optical fiber and the polished end of the 
second optical fiber being substantially flush with the mating end of the body, and the third 
length of the body being less than the first length of the first optical fiber. 
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Claim 2 (original): A device according to Claim 1, further comprising an adhesive 
material positioned between the first optical fiber and the body, and between the second optical 
fiber and the body so as to bond the first optical fiber to the body, and to bond the second optical 
fiber to the body. 

Claim 3 (original): A device according to Claim 2 wherein the body has a first aperture, 
the first aperture extending firom the mating end to the splicing end, a first portion of the first 
optical fiber positioned in the first aperture, and wherein the body has a second aperture, the 
second aperture extending from the mating end to the splicing end, a second portion of the 
second optical fiber positioned in the second aperture. 

Claim 4 (original): A device according to Claim 3 wherein the body is made of a 
polymer material. 

Claim 5 (original): A device according to Claim 4 wherein the first optical fiber is made 
from a glass material, and wherein the second optical fiber is made from a glass material. 

Claim 6 (canceled) 
Claim 7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A device comprising: 
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a first optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing end, the polished end and the 
splicing end of the first optical fiber separated by a first length; 

a second optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing en d, tho polished end and th e 
splicing e nd of th e s e cond optical fib e r separated by a s e cond l e ngth, th e second l e ngth of th e 
s e cond optical fib e r b e ing substantially th e som e as the first length of th e first optical fiber, th e 
s e cond optical fiber being substantially parallel to th e first optical fiber, th e s e cond optical fib e r 
and th e first optical fiber form a plan e , and the second l e ngth of th e s e cond optical fib e r being 
less than fifty millim e ters ; 

a body having a mating end and a splicing end, the mating end and the splicing end of the 
body separated by a third length, the first optical fiber bonded to the body, the second optical 
fiber bonded to the body, the polished end of the first optical fiber and the polished end of the 
second optical fiber being substantially flush with the mating end of the body, and the third 
length of the body being less than the first length of the first optical fiber; and 

a splice protector having a first end and a second end, the first end of the splice protector 
mechanically associated with the body, the spUce protector having an aperture, and the second 
end of the splice protector separated firom the mating end of the body by a fourth length, the 
fourth length being greater than the first length of the first optical fiber, and wherein the splicing 
end of the first optical fiber is situated in the aperture of the splice protector, and the splicing end 
of the second optical fiber is situated in the aperture of the splice protector. 

Claim 9 (original): A device according to Claim 8, fiirther comprising an adhesive 
material positioned between the first optical fiber and the body, and between the second optical 
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fiber and the body so as to bond the first optical fiber to the body, and to bond the second optical 
fiber to the body. 

Claim 10 (original): A device according to Claim 9 wherein the body has a first aperture, 
the first aperture extending firom the mating end to the splicing end, a first portion of the first 
optical fiber positioned in the first aperture, and wherein the body has a second aperture, the 
second aperture extending fi'om the mating end to the splicing end, a second portion of the 
second optical fiber positioned in the second aperture. 

Claim 1 1 (original): A device according to Claim 10 wherein the body is made of a 
polymer material. 

Claim 12 (original): A device according to Claim 1 1 wherein the splice protector is made 
of a polymer material which is transparent to U.V. radiation. 

Claim 13 (original): A device according to Claim 12 wherein the first optical fiber is 
made fi:om a glass material, and wherein the second optical fiber is made firom a glass material. 

Claim 14 (original): A device according to Claim 13 wherein a coefficient of thermal 
expansion of the glass material of the first optical fiber is substantially the same as a coefficient 
of thermal expansion of the polymer material of the body, and wherein a coefficient of thermal 
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expansion of the adhesive material is substantially the same as the coefficient of thermal 
expansion of the polymer material of the body. 

Claim 15 (original): A device according to Claim 14 wherein the device is compatible 
with and mateable to a receptacle for a connector where the connector is selected from the group 
consisting of MT, MP, MPX, MU, MAC, OGI, and HBMT style connectors. 

Claim 16 (original): A device according to Claim 15, further comprising a third optical 
fiber of a flex circuit, the third optical fiber having a fi-ee end, the free end of the third optical 
fiber sphced to the spKcing end of the first optical fiber, and fiirther comprising a fourth optical 
fiber of the flex circuit, the fourth optical fiber having a free end, the free end of the fourth 
optical fiber spliced to the splicing end of the second optical fiber. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A device comprising: 

a first optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing end, the polished end and the 
splicing end of the first optical fiber separated by a first length; 

a second optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing en d, tho polished end and tho 
splicing e nd of th e s e cond optical fib e r separat e d by a s e cond length, the second l e ngth of th e 
s e cond optical fib e r b e ing substantially the sam e as th e first l e ngth of the first optical fib e r, the 
s e cond optical fib e r b e ing substantially parall e l to th e first optical fib e r, the s e cond optical fiber 
and th e first optical fiber form a plan e , and th e s e cond l e ngth of th e s e cond optical fib e r b e ing 
le s s than fifty millimeters ; 
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a body having a mating end and a splicing end, the mating end and the splicing end of the 
body separated by a third length, the first optical fiber bonded to the body, the second optical 
fiber bonded to the body, the polished end of the first optical fiber and the polished end of the 
second optical fiber being substantially flush with the mating end of the body, and the third 
length of the body being less than the first length of the first optical fiber; and 

a splice protector having a first end and a second end, the first end of the splice protector 
mechanically associated with the body, the splice protector having a recess, and the second end 
of the splice protector separated firom the mating end of the body by a fourth length, the fourth 
length being greater than the first length of the first optical fiber, and wherein the splicing end of 
the first optical fiber is situated in the recess of the splice protector, and the splicing end of the 
second optical fiber is situated in the recess of the splice protector. 

Claim 18 (canceled) 

Claim 19 (canceled) 

Claim 20 (currently amended): A device comprising: 

a first optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing end, the polished end and the 
splicing end of the first optical fiber separated by a first length; 

a second optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing en d, th e polished end and the 
splicing e nd of th e s e cond optical fiber s e parated by a second l e ngth, the second length of th e 
s e cond optical fib e r being substantially the sam e as the first length of th e first optical fib e r ; 
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a third optical fiber having a polished end and a splicing end , the polished end and tho 
splicing e nd of the third optical fib e r s e parat e d by a third l e ngth, th e third length of th e third 
optical fiber b e ing substantially th e sam e as the first length of tho first optical fiber, and the third 
length of th e third optical fiber being l e ss than fifty millim e ters, and wher e in the first optical 
fib e r, th e second optical fiber, and tho third optical fib e r form a plan e; 

a body having a mating end and a splicing end, the mating end and the splicing end of the 
body separated by a fourth length, the first optical fiber bonded to the body, the second optical 
fiber bonded to the body, the third optical fiber bonded to the body, the polished end of the first 
optical fiber, the polished end of the second optical fiber, and the polished end of the third 
optical fiber being substantially flush with the mating end of the body, and the fourth length of 
the body being less than the first length of the first optical fiber, and the polished end of the first 
optical fiber and the polished end of the third optical fiber straddle the polished end of the second 
optical fiber; and 

a spUce protector having a first end and a second end, the first end of the spUce protector 
mechanically associated with the body, the splice protector having an aperture, and the second 
end of the splice protector separated fi'om the mating end of the body by a fifth length, the fifth 
length being greater than the first length of the first optical fiber, and wherein the splicing end of 
the first optical fiber is situated in the aperture of the splice protector, the splicing end of the 
second optical fiber is situated in the aperture of the splice protector, and the splicing end of the 
third optical fiber is situated in the aperture of the splice protector, and the splicing end of the 
second optical fiber and the splicing end of the third optical fiber straddle the splicing end of the 
first optical fiber. 
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Claim 21 (original): A device according to Claim 20, further comprising a fourth optical 
fiber of a flex circuit, the fourth optical fiber having a fi^ee end, the fi^ee end of die fourth optical 
fiber spliced to the sphcing end of the second optical fiber, and fiirther comprising a fifth optical 
fiber of the flex circuit, the fifth optical fiber having a free end, the free end of the fifth optical 
fiber spliced to the splicing end of the first optical fiber, and fiirther comprising a sixth optical 
fiber of the flex circuit, the sixth optical fiber having a free end, the free end of the sixth optical 
fiber spliced to the splicing end of the third optical fiber, and wherein the free end of the fourth 
optical fiber and the free end of the sixth optical fiber straddle the free end of the fifth optical 
fiber. 
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